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NOTES AND NEWS 

[University notes and news for publication in Hispa'nia should be sent 
to Professor Charles P. Wagner, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and 
high school notes and news should be sent to Mr. Max A. Luria of De Witt 
Clinton High School, New York, or Miss May Vertrees, Fullerton High 
School and Junior College, Fullerton, California.] 

The many southern California friends of Miss Maria G. de Lopez are 
proud to know that she has gone to France as an ambulanciere. For years 
Miss Lopez made her home in San Gabriel, the seat of the Mission Play. 
She was for some time one of the most popular and efficient teachers of 
Spanish in the Los Angeles City schools — leaving her work there to take 
up similar work in the Julia Richman High School of New York City. 

Oregon, one of the most remote states from the Spanish-speaking coun- 
tries, is rapidly coming to the front in the study of Spanish. Within two or 
three years the whole movement to introduce Spanish into the schools has 
been started, until at present the majority of the larger cities and towns in- 
clude this subject in their courses of study. 

The total number of Spanish students in the six high schools of Portland 
is 586. Spanish is taught to twice as many students as French and to three 
times as many as German, in some schools. 

Mr. Henry Ringlere, formerly of the faculty of the Lewis and Clark 
High School of Seattle, is now the instructor in Spanish in the Harvard 
Military Academy of Los Angeles. 

Great progress in Spanish is reported from Nevada. The Humboldt 
County High School at Lovelock has done some original work in mapping 
out the valley in which the school is located and turning the names into 
Spanish as far as possible. 

The High School of Commerce of Portland has as head of the Spanish 
department Mr. A. Rafael Vejar of South America. Mr. Vejar is the 
founder of the Spanish American Society of Oregon. His classes have estab- 
lished successful commercial correspondence with Spanish and South Amer- 
ican students and are doing remarkable work. 

The Fullerton Union High School and Junior College of Fullerton, Cal- 
ifornia, is very fortunately located at about equal distance between Los 
Angeles, San Gabriel, and San Juan Capistrano. The upper classes of the 
Spanish department make annual trips to the historic Plaza church of Los 
Angeles, to the famous Mission Play of John Steven McGroarty at San 
Gabriel, and to the mission at San Juan Capistrano. 

Mr. R. H. Gearhart, who was instructor in Spanish in Lincoln High 
School, Portland, is now assistant professor of modern languages in Louisi- 
ana State University. 
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From Butte, Montana, comes the news that the enrollment in Spanish 
is nearly seven times as great as in 1915 when the work was started. Eight 
classes are now being taught there. Considering its distance from Spanish- 
speaking centers, the state of Montana as a whole shows a remarkable inter- 
est in Spanish. 

The Washington High School of Portland, Oregon, has a Spanish de- 
partment of which any school might well be proud. We have received several 
copies of "Las Novedades," a very newsy sheet published by the students. 
The work of the Spanish club counts as recitation credit. 

Professor Cony Sturgis of Cornell University has just joined the Life 
Membership list. 

At the November meeting of the New York Chapter of the American 
Association of Teachers of Spanish, the following officers were elected : 
President, Dr. Guillermo Sherwell, New Utrecht H. S., Brooklyn, N. Y. ; 
Vice-President, Mr. M. A. Luria, De Witt Clinton H. S., New York; Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, Miss Gracia Fernandez, New Utrecht H. S. ; Correspond- 
ing Secretary, Mr. Arturo Torres, De Witt Clinton H. S. The Chapter has 
been making a practice of inviting speakers to each of its meetings. Thor- 
oughly gratified by the interest created last year through the offering of 
prizes, the Chapter is again conducting a contest for students of Spanish. 
There are two divisions, one for students who will have completed two years 
of Spanish, and another for "students who have had more than two years 
of Spanish. Suitable prizes are being offered. 

The various high schools of the City of New York are supplementing 
their Spanish work by the publication of monthly Spanish newspapers. The 
following deserve very favorable mention : "La Voz," Bay Ridge High 
School, Brooklyn, N. Y. ; "Blanco y Verde," Ne.w Utrecht High School, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. ; "El Eco de las Espanolitas," Julia Richman High School, 
New York ; "El Estudiante Comercial," High School of Commerce, New 
York. 

D. Alfred Coester, the Secretary-Treasurer of our Association, left New 
York on the 2nd of April for an extended trip through South America. 

Teachers will find interest in reading the following table which repre- 
sents the foreign language situation in the high schools of New York on 
February 14, 1918: 

Term I. II. III. IV. V. VI. VII. VIII. Totals 

French 6,539 3,981 2,458 2,332 956 851 102 124 17,343 

German 1,097 2,389 2,935 2,705 1,616 1,636 285 293 12,956 

Italian 23 26 7 56 

Latin 3,706 3,270 2,851 2,365 1,823 1,655 382 424 16,478 

Spanish 10,309 5,875 2,958 1,567 533 376 77 76 21,771 

Progress is being made in the organization of the Spanish-teaching body 
in Boston. Miss Marie Solano, a specialist in Spanish, is the supervisor of 
the intermediate school work, and has charge of the teaching of modern 
foreign languages in the Boston Normal School. Much attention will be 
given to oral practice and objective teaching. 
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Spanish is now accepted for entrance by most of the eastern universities 
and colleges, on a par with French or German, year for year. The New 
York State Board of Regents accepts it equally with French or German for 
the college entrance diplomas granted by them for entrance to courses in 
arts, sciences and engineering in the various higher institutions of the State. 
It is likewise accepted for the Cornell undergraduate scholarships. 

In view of the increasing demand for Spanish, it would be pertinent for 
the College Entrance Examination Board to offer a paper in third-year Span- 
ish as well as in second-year now offered. The Regents of the University- 
are planning to offer a fourth-year paper. 

Mr. W. L. Fichte, formerly of the High School of Commerce of New 
York, has been appointed instructor in Spanish in the United States Naval 
Academy, and has taken up his duties at Annapolis. 

Fifty- four candidates for license to teach Spanish in the New York City 
high schools appeared at the examination held by the Board of Examiners 
of the Department of Education of that city on September 5. Teachers of 
Spanish who desire to enter the New York City system should write to the 
Board of Examiners or to Mr. L. A. Wilkins, 500 Park avenue, New York 
City, for further information. 

Dr. E. C. Hills, formerly professor of Spanish in Colorado College, and 
editor of modern language texts for D. C. Heath and Co., was made libra- 
rian of the Hispanic Society of America last spring. 1-Iis genial personality, 
able scholarship, love and devotion for Spanish things, are well known. 

Miss Gracia L. Fernandez, formerly a teacher in the high school of 
South Pasadena, is a member of the Spanish department of the Bay Ridge 
High School, New York. She is a willing and helpful worker in the affairs 
of the local board. 

Mr. M. A. De Vitis,' formerly of Dallas High School, Texas, is now 
teaching in the Fifth Avenue High School, Pittsburgh. 

Dr. C. F. Sparkman, formerly of the Spanish department of the De 
Witt Clinton High School, is now in charge of the Spanish work in the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, College Station, Texas. 

Dr. Manuel Barranco, formerly a teacher of Spanish in the High School 
of Commerce, New York, has been appointed director of instruction of the 
Federal District, Mexico City. He began his duties September, 1917. 

Miss Juanita Case, formerly of the Oakland Technical High School, is 
now giving a very good account of herself at the Bryant High School, New 
York. 

Miss Margaret C. Dowling, for several years instructor in Spanish in 
the Mission High School, San Francisco, has been recently appointed head 
of the Department of Modern Languages. 

Miss Anna Ruth Barker, B. A. and M. A., from the Spanish department 
of Leland Stanford Junior University, has been appointed instructor in 
Spanish at the Sacramento High School. 



